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Turkish guest workers celebrating Ramadan (Seker 
Bayrami) in the Anadolu camp in Waddinxveen, around 
1966.
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Institute of Social History, Amsterdam.
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During the 1970s, the Netherlands introduced a set of multi-cultural policies 
which, through government subsidies, subsidised and promoted the 
otherness of migrants for several decades. Other countries also embraced 
multiculturalism. In the Netherlands, however, this policy represented a 
continuation of an older tradition of pillarization. Multiculturalism was not 
pillarization in new clothes, however, although there was a continuity of the 
underlying ideas, as this article will show. This led to a great deal of enthusiasm 
for multiculturalism, and subsequently to great disappointment, without it 
ever becoming clear what exactly the aim of the policy was and how its success 
or failure could be measured. The central thesis of this article is that the 
successive development of pillarization and multiculturalism in the Netherlands 
has led to a reinforcement of essentialist ideas concerning migrants and their 
descendants, as well as a freezing of ideas on ‘the’ Dutch culture. This double 
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This is a portrait of them in Dutch traditional costume, 
Middelburg 1952.
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Institute of Social History, Amsterdam.
Migrants from the (former) Dutch East Indies were 
supposed to find their place within pillarized Dutch 
society, but not by starting their own pillar. 
The Ottenhoff family arrived in Middelburg (province 
of Zeeland) from the former Dutch East Indies in 1952. 
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Selective exemptionism in the 1970s. Migrants were 
granted certain rights, based on what was claimed to 
be their cultural heritage, while similar rights were not 
granted to Dutch non-migrants, who tried to make 
claims on exemptions based on tradition. The picture 
shows an unsuccessful protest in 1974 against the 
wearing of safety helmets on mopeds by Dutch women 
who wear national dress with matching caps.
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The first mosque in Amsterdam. Turks in Amsterdam 
often used the Nieuwzijds Chapel on the Rokin as 
a prayer space. There was a need for a large space, 
particularly during Ramadan and Friday prayers. The 
chapel eventually passed into in Turkish ownership 
in 1977 and a mosque was established. Until 1984, the 
building of mosques could be subsidised.
Migrants’ Historical Image Archive, International 
Institute of Social History, Amsterdam.
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